
  

It is the end of another busy and exciting term at school. It is hard 
to believe that just six weeks ago we were returning from the 
Christmas break. There have been many highlights this term and I 
hope you have enjoyed the many opportunities to come into 
school and share in your child’s successes. This week we have 
completed our latest round of Books and Biscuits and what a way 
to go out with Deer Class performing A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
by William Shakespeare. For those of you who did not get to see it 
the children performed with such confidence and passion. A huge 
well done to them all. 
 
I hope you found the Parent’s Evening appointments useful and 
were able to celebrate your child’s achievements and learn how 
you can further support them at home. If you were unable to 
attend please do speak to the office or your child’s teacher at the 
end of the day and they will be happy to meet with you at a 
mutually convenient time. 
 
Year 5 and 6 have had their swimming lessons this term and I know 
that Year 3 and 4 are excited about going next term. We also have 
class trips to Kench Hill to look forward to next term and Fox class 
are heading to Rye to follow in the footsteps of the smugglers and 
explore the heritage of the area. 
 
Next term Fox class will be taking part in Tiger Troops, a six week 
programme to prepare them for secondary school and beyond. 
There is more information on p4. 
 
Wishing you a happy break and I look forward to seeing you all 
back on Monday 25th February. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

98.05% 

BEST WEEK OF THE 

YEAR 

This week’s attendance 

97.27% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

95.97% 

 

We are aiming for 
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Attendance is going 

up! 
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What a busy term we have had in rabbit class exploring space and the world around us. We have 
learnt about our eight planets around the sun and the different conditions on each planet. How 
those closer to the sun are too hot, those far away are too cold and how Earth is just right for us 
to live on. We have learnt about the moon landing and have enjoyed dressing up as astronauts 
and working on the space station in our role-play area. We even took part in a science 
experiment in which we explored rocket power using fizzy drinks and mints. I think it’s fair to 
say that our rocket won’t be making it to the moon just yet. 
 
It has been a busy term in our Reading Writing Excellence lessons too. We have learnt many new 
sounds and have been putting our decoding skills to the test by writing up our results from our 
science experiment, labelling pictures about space and writing a list of 10 things we would take 
with us on our rocket to the moon. 
In Maths we have been focusing on number this term. We have been learning to add, take away 
and find one more or one less using objects. 
As an added special treat Jack Frost paid us a visit and brought with him a flurry of snow. I think 
I can say with certainty we all had a wonderful time trying to catch snowflakes. 
 

     

 

What a fantastic term for Hedgehog class! We have visited some fabulous Lands at the top of the 
tree!  Prehistoric Land, where dinosaurs came to life! The Land all around us, which saw us 
exploring the area around us. A lovely lady from the village told us all about the winter Jasmine 
plant outside her house! Winter Wonderland came next, and the weather obliged, even giving us 
a little sprinkle of snow!  Moving on the Land of Chinese New year came to the top of the tree 
and we learnt a dragon dance!  Finally, was the land of love, where we have been thinking about 
all the people and things that we love! 

The children have been very busy in RWE and the improvement in their writing is evident in their 
beautiful workbooks!  We have been steaming ahead with Maths and have been learning 
everything from, more and less than signs, 2D and 3D shapes, different methods to subtract and 
partitioning into tens and ones! We are now working with numbers to 50!  This has not phased 
hedgehogs at all!! 

It was lovely to see so many parents in the books and biscuits session last week, and to see them 
all again for parents evening, where we were delighted to give lots of shining reports! 

Hedgehogs would like to wish you a very happy spring break, I wonder what Land will be at the 
top of the tree when they return!! 
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As another busy term comes to an end in Owl class, it’s time to reflect on what we’ve learnt and what 
we’ve achieved. As we began our new wider learning theme, Time Travellers, it’s seen us travel back 
in time to the Victorian era – inspired by our class text ‘The Ice Monster’. We have learnt about 
Victorian inventions and the reign of Queen Victoria. We were stunned one morning to find our 
classroom had been transformed into the Natural History Museum, exhibiting a peculiar creature 
suspended in ice, frozen solid! Soon melting away, our woolly mammoth emerged. We learnt about this 
extinct mammal, using our research to write non-chronological reports.  
Recently in Maths we have learnt about the value of money, identifying coins and notes. We learnt how 
to combine amounts using our addition skills, as well as using subtraction to support us finding change. 
As a celebration of our hard work in Maths, we decided to put our skills to the test. We took a trip to 
the local shop to buy our own item. We identified the cost, assessed whether we had enough money 
and had the challenge of working out if we should’ve received any change from the shopkeeper - every 
penny counts!  
Thank you for being your incredible, hard-working selves as always Owls!  
 

      
 
From donkeys, to fairies, to Ancient Greeks. Deer Class have had a busy last few weeks of term, 
preparing their performance of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The whole class have worked 
exceptionally hard, and gave a fantastic performance to their families at our special ‘Bards and 
Biscuits’ event. We are also very much looking forward to sharing the play with the whole school. This 
was a wonderful end to our term’s learning about ‘Leisure and Entertainment through Time.’ I would 
like to take this opportunity to share how proud I am of the whole class. Well done!  
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What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
Otter Class have had a fantastic term and have thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of our topic, ‘Let’s 
Celebrate’. In English we have been enjoying reading our new class text, The Firework maker’s 
Daughter, and have produced poetry and a letter linked to this. We have also been learning about 
different SPAG elements such as fronted adverbials, pronouns, inverted commas and how effective 
these are when up levelling our work. They have made a lovely class book each producing a fantastic 
diary entry – you are welcome to read it anytime! In Maths we are now focusing on fractions and 
learning many different ways to use them. In Science, our work on solids, liquids and gases has involved 
different experiments including balloons and a variety of liquids from tomato ketchup to golden syrup. 
During our wider curriculum lessons, we have been learning about different celebrations within a 
variety of countries and cultures. We have been lucky enough to have a number of wonderful visitors. 
Many thanks to Mr Endresz, Mr Lemaitre, Mrs Smith and Mrs Bingham. We have also looked at Martin 
Luther King Day and created biographies and our very own ‘I have a dream’ speeches; some of these 
were quite poignant. Thank you to the parents who shared our books and biscuits afternoon, we hope 
you enjoyed the bhangra dancing and our French song. Have a great half term! Miss Beale and Mrs 
Moss. 
 

Yo ho-ho and a bottle of rum. In Fox class we’ve been time travelling back to the 18th Century to look 
at pirates and smugglers.  The class book for this term and next is Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic 
Treasure Island, which has presented some challenging language and terminology for all of us.  We 
have been following the young Jack Hawkins on his adventure, enabling us to practise our 
comprehension, factual reporting and creative writing skills.  This has linked to our wider learning 
topic subject of smugglers, where we have been researching the exploits of the infamous Hawkhurst 
Gang, notorious for their murderous smuggling activities in the 1700s.  The gang operated throughout 
Kent and Sussex in very large numbers, and particularly in Rye, which we will be visiting as a class in 
early April to walk in their footsteps.   We have also been looking at aspects of life in those times, 
including the reasons why taxes were raised and smuggling became largely acceptable in society, and 
also the punishments awarded if those involved were caught (usually death!).  In Maths, we have been 
improving our knowledge of decimals and learning to construct algebraic statements, concentrating on 
reasoning and problem solving skills using ‘Maths talk’ (discussing methods with partners to increase 
mathematical understanding).  In science, we have been building electric circuits, fault checking and 
identifying effective conductors and resisters, while in RE we have studied Islam.  PE this term has 
been swimming at Tenterden Leisure Centre, led by Mrs Grace, which was extremely popular with all 
the children who, amazingly enough, never forgot their kit. Although next term will involve much 
preparation for SATS, we are really looking forward to it as it will also include exciting activities such 
as the weekly Tiger Troop and visits to Kench Hill and Rye town and nature reserve. 
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Parking 

As you will be aware we had a visit from a Traffic Enforcement Officer this week who has asked me 
to remind parents and families that they should not park in the bus stop or on the corner of School 
Road and Wissenden Lane as it causes an obstruction and is a traffic offence. So far they have been 
doing random checks to ‘educate’ on safe parking. If the situation continues they may choose to 
escalate and start issuing penalty notices and fines. Whilst as a school we recognize that at drop off 
and pick up times there is considerable traffic around the school we would ask for your cooperation 
and that you try to find a safe place to park that does not cause an obstruction. As the weather is 
improving now is a good time for those of you who live locally to start walking, when possible, 
which will help to reduce the number of cars in the area. 
 

Attendance and Punctuality 

A gentle reminder that children are encouraged to be in school from 8.30 each morning for their 
early morning learning. Children who arrive at 8.45 each day miss 1 hour and 15 minutes of learning 
each week which works out to over 46 hours each year or 7 full teaching days. Children arriving at 
9am miss double that amount of learning. Please do aim to get your child to school as early as 
possible so that they can take advantage of this opportunity. Staff use this time to also help 
children who may have found aspects of the previous day’s learning tricky and help them to prepare 
for the lesson ahead. 
 
We are really proud of the recent improvements in attendance and would like to thank you for 
getting your children to school. Attendance at school is crucial to your child’s success in later life. 
Research shows that a child with attendance below 95% have a success rate at the end of Key Stage 
2 14.6% lower than their peers. For those with attendance of between 85% and 90% the difference is 
24.4%. 
 
By the time they reach secondary school children whose attendance has been within the range of 
90% to 95% only 52.8% achieve 5 GCSEs at A-c compared to 78.7% whose attendance is around 100%. 
As you can imagine this can have as significant impact on future life chances so the more your child 
is in school the better their future. 
 
 

Can you help? 

As some of you may know, over the Christmas break Bethersden Play School was broken into and 
some of their equipment taken. The children used to have a good range of bikes and ride on toys 
that they liked to used. If you have replaced your child’s toys over Christmas or they have simply 
grown out of them, the preschool would be very grateful for them. 
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Date Event 

Monday 25th February Start of term 4 

Monday 25th February Year 3 and 4 start swimming lessons 

Tuesday 26th February Rabbit class visit to Kench Hill 

Wednesday 27th February  Bethersden’s Big Conversation – theme to be decided 

Monday 4th March Owl class visit to Kench Hill 

Tuesday 5th March Deer class visit to Kench Hill 

Wednesday 6th March Fox class visit to Kench Hill 

Thursday 7th March Hedgehog class visit to Kench Hill 

Friday 8th March  Otter class visit to Kench Hill 

Tuesday 12th March English and History Creative writing day in school 

Wednesday 20th March Book Day Dress Up 

Friday 5th April Easter service in the church 

Friday 5th April Easter EGGS-travaganza – more details to follow soon but save 

the date now 

Friday 5th April Last day of term 4 

  

Tuesday 23rd April First day of term 5 

Diary Dates 

Dates for your diary 

We are delighted to be able to hold governor elections to fill vacancies on our Governing Body. We 
have six fantastic candidates for you to choose from each bringing a different set of skills and 
passions to our school. Please do have a read through their profiles on the ParentMail sent to you 
this week or ask for a copy from the office. Whoever you choose to elect, as this is completely your 
vote as parents of the school, will represent your views at meetings so please do exercise your right 
to vote. Governors are responsible for holding the school to account on a range of matters including 
your child’s education how the school finances are spent and how we are preparing your child for 
their next steps. There is a dedicated page on the school website where you can read a profile of 
our current governors and also see the minutes of meetings since September 2017. 
 
www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/governors  
 
 

Parent Governor elections 

New or revised dates are in RED for your convenience 
Please also check the website for new additions 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/  

 

http://www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/governors
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

