
  

It has been a busy start to the new term and so much has already 
taken place which you can read about on the next page. 2019 is a 
year of great potential in the school as we look to do the things 
that matter, better, and to shed some of the things that do not 
make a difference to your child. This year we will seek to build 
upon the successful partnerships we have established with the 
Kench Hill Centre with each class booked for their own day at the 
start of next term. We will be working together to plan a day of 
outdoor learning which will build on their last experience and with 
the addition of an archery range we will be increasing the 
adventure level for some classes. 
 
We had our first ‘Big Conversation’ last week on the subject of 
School to Home Communication and on page 4 you can read all 
about it. We will work hard over the rest of the year to build on 
our current strengths in this area. 
 
Books and Biscuits dates for this term are on the back of the 
bulletin. I am really excited to see how Deer Class bring William 
Shakespeare’s play, A Mid-Summer Nights Dream, to life for us. 
 
I am also looking forward to our first Easter EGGS-travaganza 
which is booked for Friday 5th April and will build on the huge 
successes of the Summer Spectacular and Christmas Cracker 
events. Please put the date in your diary now. I will let you know 
further details in the next couple of weeks. As always, please let 
us know how you can help out either before, during or after the 
event. 
 
Finally, please read about the vacancy we have for a parent 
governor on p5 and consider joining the team who help to shape 
and challenge the direction of our school. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
Headteacher 
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up! 

NEWSLETTER 7 
25TH  JANUARY 2019 

Bethersden Pr imary School , School  Road, Bethersden, Ashford, Kent, TN26 3AH  

Bethersden 

Bulletin 



 

 
Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbit class have had a great week. We met a real firefighter and learnt all about fire safety. In maths 
this week we have started to learn about estimating and each day we have been playing a game called 
‘guess what's in the box’ where we have to estimate what we think may be hiding in the box. In our 
wider learning lessons, we have continued to learn about our planets and have been rehearsing our 
'Planet Roll Call' poem to help us learn our planets names and the order in which they appear. 

Hedgehog class have bounced back to school this January and have already produced some amazing 
learning!  They continue to blow us away with how quickly they pick up new concepts and tackle tricky 
challenges. Over the last two weeks the Land at the top of the tree has been the ‘Land all around us’.  This 
has had a strong Geography focus.  We enjoyed a walk around Bethersden last week, we saw where some 
of the children lived, explored where the footpaths led and found out what amenities the village has.  We 
have also found all our houses on google maps! 

In Reading Writing Excellence, some of the children have been laughing at the Hairy Fairy! Others have 
been growing radishes and some have had a ‘bad fright’ (no too bad we hope!)  In Maths the children have 
been introduced to place value, they were so fantastic with this new concept that we had no choice but 
to…. Put them All on the rainbow on Wednesday!! 

Owl class have had a freezing cold start to the year as we were greeted by an Ice Monster! Frozen solid, 
we observed our creature melt and defrost from an enormous block of ice, to reveal... a woolly 
mammoth. We became researchers to find out as much information as we could about this extinct 
animal. We have been writing non-chronological reports using our research. We were given the task to 
find out about other extinct animals in a home learning task. Feeling inspired, some of us chose to create 
posters to present our findings about the dodo, the black rhinoceros and the sea cow. What a fantastic 
way to start our year!  

Deer Class have made a fantastic start to their new topic of Leisure and Entertainment. We have explored 
the Shakespearean play 'A Midsummer Night's Dream,' and have cast parts for our own performace. 
Rehearsals will be underway shortly! We have also been learning about a range of different leisure 
activities, such as the evolution of film and how popular music and dance styles have changed over time. In 
maths, we have been learning about written methods for multiplication. We have mastered the grid 
method, and are now moving on to short multiplication.  

In English, Otter Class have been enjoying reading our new class text, The Firework maker’s Daughter, 
and have produced poetry and a letter linked to this. We have also been learning about different SPAG 
elements such as fronted adverbials, pronouns, inverted commas and how effective these are when up 
levelling our work. Multiplication and division have been keeping us busy in Maths and we have been 
looking at three- and four-digit numbers. In Science, our work on solids, liquids and gases has involved 
different experiments including balloons and a variety of liquids from tomato ketchup to golden syrup. 
During our wider curriculum lessons, we have been learning about different celebrations within a variety 
of countries and cultures.  
 
 “Yo-ho-ho, and a bottle of rum…”, Fox Class has been learning how to smuggle, what to smuggle, and 
who to smuggle to – 18th Century style!  We have been looking at the smuggler trail in Kent and Sussex as 
part of our wider learning, and discussed the morals and impact on society of 'tax-dodging’.  In English, 
we have been reading ’Treasure Island’ and studying the characters, which enabled us to practise our use 
of the perfect and progressive tenses.  Maths has involved calculating decimals and fractions (useful for 
discussing contraband tea in our smuggler studies) and in science we have been creating circuits and 
debugging faults.    

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
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Thank you to all the parents who stayed for our first ‘Big Conversation’ about school to home 
communication. The meeting was, in my opinion, a very positive experience and one that has certainly 
provoked some thinking. I promised at the meeting I would feedback so below I have tried to 
summarise the main points of discussion. Some things will take longer to think about and potentially 
implement so please bear with us. 

Ways the school uses to communicate with parents: 
Bulletins 
ParentMail 
Twitter 
Class newsletters 
Face to face 
Parents Evenings 
Noticeboards 
Website 
 
What works well?: 
ParentMail – in the event of bad weather in the future the school have decided that texts will be sent  
Twitter – a way of keeping up to date with the learning and events at Bethersden Primary School 
Face to face – it was acknowledged this is easier in the younger classes 
 
What can we do better?: 
Late notice – I apologized for the late notice you receive for some events and apologized that this is 
sometimes an oversight however, sometimes we get opportunities at short notice that are simply too 
good to turn down. On these occasions we will give as much notice as possible. 
Transition – this works really well for children however, how can we improve this experience for 
parents. As a result we will be establishing a Books and Biscuits type event at the end of transition 
weeks so that you can meet your child’s new class team. 
Clubs for reception – I explained that we deliberately do not offer clubs at the start of the school year 
for the children in reception as they are just getting used to school and we do not want to extend their 
day. We introduce clubs for reception as and when they are appropriate. 
Quantity of emails – it was discussed whether a single ‘summary’ type email could be sent out. I 
explained that this could be done however we target emails only at groups who need them and the 
header is crucial in informing parents what the email is about. A summary email may contain lots of 
things and the important bits may get missed. 
Class newsletter frequency – as the class newsletters are so popular we are considering doing one each 
term or possibly an extended bulletin alternate terms. 
Books and Biscuits dates – you asked for more notice of dates for these events and you should have 
received the dates for this terms. We will arrange dates for future terms and let you now as soon as 
possible.  
Notification of excellence awards – it was asked if notice could be given if children were being awarded 
an Exellence Award on a Wednesday. I explained that the awards are not always decided far enough in 
advance to enable this to happen and that we want as many people present as possible to celebrate all 
children. When possible we will inform you on the gate in the morning but I don’t always know until 
the assembly starts. 
The next Big Conversation will take place on Wednesday 27th February – suggestions for the theme very 

welcome. Please email office@bethersden.kent.sch.uk or speak to Mr. Gawthorpe. 

Big Conversation 

mailto:office@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Wrap around care survey feedback 
Thank you to all the parents that completed the survey about extending the hours that we provide care 
for children. At the last Governing Body meeting I fed back to governors about the results and it has 
been agreed that at this time there is not sufficient demand to make the offer of extended childcare 
provision economically sustainable. Below is a summary of the results collected from the 17 parents 
who responded. 

Current Childcare provision 

Do you use childcare after school at the moment? Yes: 10 
No: 7 

If you have answered Yes, who provides the 
childcare? 
(please tick all that apply) 

Childminder: 3 
Other after school club: 3 
Friends/Family: 9 
Other: None mentioned 

If no, why is this? 
(please tick all that apply) 

No need for childcare: 7 
Too expensive: 
Can’t find suitable: 

After School Club 

Would you use after school childcare based at 
Bethersden Primary School? 

Yes: 13 
No: 

How many children in your family would you use 
after school club for? 

19 (+ 1 if pre-school were included) 

How many days a week would you be likely to use 
after school club for 

Average of 2.3 nights per week (10 responses) 
Would vary depending on needs: 6 

Until what time would you use the after school 
club? 

4.30: 6 
5.00: 4 
5.30: 3 
6.00: 

How much would you be willing to pay for the 
after school club? 

£8-9: 7 
£9-10: 5 
One respondent offered £5 as a starting price as 
the others are too expensive and suggested an 
hourly rate rather than a set fee 

 Bad weather information 
We have a responsibility to open the school if at all possible and this we will always endeavour to do.  
However, if/when there is heavy snow with hazardous driving conditions we may need to take the decision to 
close the school in order to keep families and staff safe. Weather can be variable in severity even within 
relatively short distances and many staff travel considerable distances to get to school so please understand 
if things are fine where you are as we have to consider the number of staff who can safely make it in to 
school.  
 
If the weather actually causes the school to be closed, you will receive a TEXT MESSAGE and a message will 
be broadcast on the local radio stations - Heart, Radio Kent, KMFM – so do listen to the school’s update in 
severe weather.  You can also view the latest situation for school closures online at www.kentclosures.co.uk. 
 
If the school opens in the morning and conditions deteriorate during the day, we will contact parents via 
ParentMail and the local radio will be broadcasting updates during the day.  You should then collect your 
child as soon as possible, but please be assured that your child will be properly supervised until you arrive. 
 

Please note that if the school is open during bad weather we ask you to send your child with a packed 
lunch as our hot meals are not cooked on site. 

 

http://www.kentclosures.co.uk/
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Date Event 

Week commencing 4th February  Book week including Book Fair and Books at Bedtime 

Monday 4th February 2.30pm Rabbit class Books and Biscuits 

Tuesday 5th February 2.30pm Owl class Books and Biscuits 

Wednesday 6th February 2.30pm Otter class Books and Biscuits 

Wednesday 6th February 5.30pm Books at Bedtime – See page ?? 

Thursday 7th February 2.30pm Hedgehog class Books and Biscuits 

Friday 8th February 2.30pm Fox class Books and Biscuits 

Tuesday 12th February 2.00pm Deer class Books and Biscuits – performance of A Mid-Summer 

Nights Dream by William Shakespeare 

Tuesday 12th February  Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 13th February Parent’s Evening 

Friday 15th February Last day of term 

Date Event 

Monday 25th February Start of term 4 

Monday 25th February Year 3 and 4 start swimming lessons 

Tuesday 26th February Fox class visit to Kench Hill 

Wednesday 27th February  Bethersden’s Big Conversation – theme to be decided 

Monday 4th March Owl class visit to Kench Hill 

Tuesday 5th March Deer class visit to Kench Hill 

Wednesday 6th March Rabbit class visit to Kench Hill 

Thursday 7th March Hedgehog class visit to Kench Hill 

Friday 8th March  Otter class visit to Kench Hill 

Tuesday 12th March English and History Creative writing day in school 

Friday 5th April Easter service in the church 

Friday 5th April Easter EGGS-travaganza 

Friday 5th April Last day of term 4 

  

Tuesday 23rd April First day of term 5 

Diary Dates 

Dates for your diary 

On Wednesday you should have received a letter about a vacancy on the school’s Governing Body. 
The Governing Body are a group of volunteers who support the school’s leadership team in ensuring 
the best possible outcomes for your children through challenge and support. It is not an onerous 
task however does require commitment to attend, usually, six meetings across the year and further 
visits to carry out monitoring responsibilities. 
Governance is a rewarding experience and highly valued by the school. No prior experience is 
necessary just a passion to see Bethersden Primary School become a truly excellent school for 
children, families and staff.  
 
If you would like further information please arrange an appointment to speak to Mr. Gawthorpe or 
Sam Buckman, Chair of Governors. 
 
 

Parent Governor vacancy 

New or revised dates are in RED for your convenience 
Please also check the website for new additions 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/  

 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

