
  

The arrival of the children’s Christmas card designs this week and 
the lovely singing of nativity songs by Key Stage 1 and carols from 
Key Stage 2 means we approaching one of the most exciting times 
in the school year. This Christmas we are looking forward to our 
first round of Baubles and Biscuits, the first Christmas Cracker as 
well as the other traditional events. 
 
As you will see later in the bulletin the next month at school will 
see the upgrading of two of our classrooms which will mean some 
disruption, however it has been carefully planned to minimize 
this. As a result, we will have improved facilities for the children. 
 
At this time of the year children are more prone to bugs so we 
have introduced hand sanitizer to every classroom and children 
will be offered it as they enter the lunch hall. If you have any 
reason why your child should not use the sanitiser, please let the 
office know. 
 
Following on from the feedback at parents evening I will be 
hosting Bethersden’s first ‘Big Conversation’ morning where I 
would like to invite you in to talk to me about school 
communication, what is working and what we can improve. The 
date of this will be Wednesday 9th January 2019 following our 
Excellence Assembly at 9.15am. Whilst this is a long time away I 
wanted to give you plenty of notice as I appreciate many of you 
will be unable to make it and I wanted to give you this advance 
warning so you could submit any comments by email or letter 
should you wish to do so. These will then be read out at the 
meeting. My hope is, that by listening to your views, we will be 
able to improve the communication from the school. Comments 
can be sent to office@bethersden.kent.sch, please put Big 
Conversation in the subject line. 
  
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 
Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

96.18% 

This week’s attendance 

95.27% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

96.07% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 

 

Attendance is going 

up! 
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This week in Rabbit class we have been learning about Diwali. We have made beautiful lanterns 
that you will see displayed in Rabbit Class to guide good luck and positivity our way. We learnt 
about Mehndi Henna skin decoration designs and used brown paint to recreate our own 
on our hands, we also explored the 5 days of Diwali through dance in PE and experimented using 
traditional Saris. In Reading, Writing Excellence we have been exploring writing labels and 
sentences and remembering important features such as red words and finger spaces. In maths 
we have been learning to find one more and one less, we have used sweets to help sweeten and 
solve the number problems. 

In Hedgehogs this week the land at the top of the Faraway Tree was the Land of Birds! They 
enjoyed thinking about what this land might be like, maybe everything had wings, if so, mind 
out for that flying elephants poo!!  
 
The children have been practicing reading a range of real and fictional words, using the skills 
that they have been taught in Reading Writing Excellence... and we were so pleased with how 
well they did! In Maths we have been using the ‘part, part whole’ method to solve problems. 
Tomorrow we will be writing our next competition piece! A Christmas story!  
 
We also learnt about common garden birds, we really enjoyed exploring the bird games on the 
computer!!  

In Owl class we have been busy learning about a range of writing genres. From descriptive 
writing to recounts as we have written our own newspaper reports about Guy Fawkes. In 
computing, we created our own newspaper template, independently saving and inserting a 
picture into our document. We have had a lot of visitors in school over the last week, from 
Dance Dashers for Children in Need to authors performing and inspiring our writing.  

This week in Deer Class we have begun building our model volcanoes. After many weeks looking 
at volcanoes and their formation, the class have been applying all they know to make sure their 
models are as accurate as possible. We are very much looking forward to decorating and then 
testing their explosions. Having been inspired by a visit from Andrew Clover, author of the Rory 
Branagan detective stories, Deer Class have spent the week becoming detectives themselves. 
After a week of gathering clues and recording ideas, we have found the jewellery thief!   

Otter Class have had a busy couple of weeks. We are continuing with our study of ‘Kensuke’s 
Kingdom’ looking at the language used by Michael Morpurgo and rewriting an excerpt from a 
different perspective. In Maths we have been looking at multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 
even 1000. Prime numbers have also been discussed. Can your otter tell you what they are? The 
children are participating well in their home learning tasks and lots are inspired to work at home 
focusing on their learning from the classroom, which is fantastic.  

Fox Class has continued with their studies of the WW1 period, although this week we expanded 
it to cover the wider cause of women’s rights and changes in society during the last 150 
years.  This prompted a very lively (sometimes one-sided) discussion as the girls voiced their 
views on equality!  We also investigated the effects of air resistance by making parachutes for 
delicate payloads (one egg survived!), improved our French, researched the threats to online 
safety and multiplied and divided fractions. 

 

What’s been happening at Bethersden Primary School 
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This week we were fortunate to have Andrew Clover, author of 
Rory Branagan Detective series, visit our school to share his secrets 
of story writing. Through humour and performance Andrew inspired 
the children immensely, as we learnt to notice everything in order 
to build a creative story from just about anything. In his high 
energy performance, he collected ideas from the children which he 
used to tell a story. We will certainly be applying his tips and tricks 
to our writing in the future.  

If you did not manage to purchase a copy of his books when he was 
here, they can be ordered on Amazon. Don’t forget to use Amazon 
Smile for all your Christmas purchases and a percentage will be 
donated to the school. www.smile.amazon.co.uk 

 

 

Andrew Clover, author of 
the Rory Branagan 

Detective stories visited 

us this week 

Author Visit 

Christmas Cracker 

Our First Christmas Cracker event is now just 2 weeks away and it promises to be a fantastic event. 
We have our own funfair rides, refreshments, Santa’s Grotto and Christmas themed games. In order 
to allow you to plan your afternoon we will be taking bookings for Santa’s Grotto from 3rd December 
most days after school on the playground. You will also be able to prepay for the funfair to avoid 
the queues on the day. 
If anyone would like to volunteer to help on a stall, then please give details into the school office. 
Please come along and support our school.  
 
Please remember the event starts at 2pm and children will be dismissed to you. A further letter will 

be sent out to advise you how this will happen. 

Children in Need  

Thank you for the tremendous support we received 
last week when your children had lots of fun 
dressing up like you. There were some truly 
wonderful outfits. Thanks to your generous 
donations we were able to send Pudsey a fantastic 
£170.75. Thank you. 
 

 
Just some of the fantastic 

outfits on display 
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Diary Dates 

Dates for your diary 

Date Event 

Friday 30th November Rabbit class Baubles and Biscuits 

Monday 3rd December Deer class Baubles and Biscuits 

Tuesday 4th December Owl class Baubles and Biscuits 

Wednesday 5th December Otter class Baubles and Biscuits 

Thursday 6th December Hedgehog class Baubles and Biscuits 

Friday 7th December Fox class Baubles and Biscuits 

WEDNESDAY 12TH DECEMBER FOBS AGM 9.15AM 

Wednesday 12th December  Nativity – 2.00pm 

Thursday 13th December Nativity – 2.00pm 

Friday 14th December FOBS Christmas Cracker – 2pm 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Dinner 

WEDNESDAY 19TH DECEMBER CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE – ST MARGARET’S CHURCH – 

1.30PM 

PLEASE NOTE THE EARLIER START TIME FOR THE CAROL SERVICE. WE APOLOGISE FOR THIS BUT 

DUE TO THE BUILDING WORKS TAKING PLACE WE NEED TO VACATE THE SCHOOL AS SOON 

AFTER LUNCH AS POSSIBLE. CHILDREN CAN BE TAKEN FROM THE CHURCH ON THIS 

OCCASION AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SERVICE. 

Wednesday 19th December Last Day of Term 2 Rabbit class Books and Biscuits 
 

Date Event 

Thursday 3rd January 2019 Staff training day 

Friday 4th January 2019 Staff training day 

Monday 7th January 2019 First day of school for children 
 

New or revised dates are in RED for your convenience 
 

Please also check the website for new additions 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/  

 

I am pleased to say that after many months of planning we will be starting work to improve the 
classrooms used by Deer and Hedgehog. Starting in a couple of weeks all the walls will be taken out 
and reinsulated and replaced to ensure the rooms are warmer in winter and cooler in the summer. 
The drainage will also be improved as well as repairs to windows and doors. 
 
I have worked with the contractors to minimize disruption to the school, but due to the works being 
carried out there will be some, which I will let you know about in a letter next week. Please be 
assured that the children’s safety is paramount and fencing will be placed around the site during 
the works. Only 4 school days will actually be used with the remainder of the structural work being 
carried out at weekends and over the Christmas break. We look forward to better learning 
environments for those two classes from the new year. 
 
 

Deer and Hedgehog classroom refurbishments 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

