
  

It is the end of the first term and what a term we have had. Our 
new children have settled in so well and it feels like they have 
been with us forever. 
 
Our Books and Biscuits afternoons have been extremely well 
attended and I hope you have enjoyed them as much as we have. 
The children have been really proud to show off their learning to 
you. We will let you know the dates of next term’s sessions which 
will have a Christmas theme. 
 
We enjoyed a fantastic Harvest Festival in the church and would 
like to thank you again for your kind donations of food that we 
were able to donate to the Ashford Food Bank. 
 
Last night FOBS hosted the first Film Night of the year. Thank you 
to School Council who selected the films, The Greatest Showman 
and The Secret Life of Pets, and to the volunteers from FOBS who 
served the food. Thank you for the donations that were made on 
the gate this morning in return for children wearing their own 
clothes, all the money donated will be used to ensure our 
Christmas Cracker is a cracker! More details will be sent out early 
next term. 
 
Our days at Kench Hill were extremely popular and we have 
welcomed staff from the centre to school to help develop our own 
Forest School environment which we hope to have in place later in 
the year. We have also arranged a further week of learning at the 
centre in the Spring so we can contrast the two different season. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful half term break as families and I look 
forward to welcoming you all back on Monday 29th October. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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I cannot believe that our first term at big school is at an end. We have come so far and learnt so 
much in just six weeks. We started school as shy little bunnies, unsure of what to do or where to go. 
Now we are confident, bold and adventurous rabbits on an exciting learning journey. 

Our wider learning theme this term has been ‘Nursery Rhymes’ we have put Humpty back together 
and searched for the clues to find the person who pushed Humpty off of the wall. We have nursed 
Miss Polly’s Dolly back to health and learnt to wash and peg clothes onto the washing line. We have 
even dingled and dangled like a scarecrow and learnt all about the Harvest Festival. We made Incy 
Wincy a more waterproof home and have been cooking up all sorts of spooky and disgusting potions in 
the ‘Potion Lab’ role play area.  

Our Reading Writing Excellence lessons have got off to a speedy and confident start we have learnt 
almost all of our set 1 sounds and are even beginning to blend. We loved teaching our families and 
thing or two about sounds and blending at our very first ‘Books and Biscuits’ which was roaring 
success and greatly attended. We cannot wait to do it again next term.   

We have been equally as busy in maths this term we have covered a wide range of learning. We have 
explored careful counting, numeral recognition to 20 and even 2D shapes through a variety of hands 
on practical activities.  

As well as producing fantastic learning in school many children have been learning at home and have 
brought with them to school various of homemade treasures. From models to Halloween costumes, all 
home learning has been a joy to receive and many home learning items are currently displayed in our 
classroom on the ‘Home Learning Celebration Station’. 

Moving from nursery to primary is a big step and I am very proud to say that every single child in 
Rabbit Class has transitioned beautifully into school, which is wonderful.  

I am so excited for the term ahead of us with the nativity in sight and the sound of jingle bells ringing 
in our ears I know that this term is going to be a term to remember. Congratulations Rabbits, Mums, 
Dads and families on a truly excellent first term. Have a fantastic half term break. 

 

  

What’s been happening in Rabbit Class 
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What’s been happening in Hedgehog Class 

WOW!  What a term!  All the children have taken on the challenge of year one and have 
settled beautifully into their new classroom and routine! 
 
We have been busy developing our outdoor area and the children have spent many happy 
lessons learning outside.  Our topic this term has been ‘The Enchanted Woodland’ and we 
have really enjoyed the story of the ‘Magic Faraway Tree’.  Did you know that a different land 
appears at the top of the tree every few days?  Some lands are wonderful and some are 
horrid!  We have been thinking about the Lands that we would like to go to, the Land of 
sweeties was very popular!  Mrs Green wants to live in the Land of Christmas! 
 
In Maths we have been counting in two’s and tens.  We are really speedy now!  We have also 
been making and writing number sentences in different orders.  In Reading, Writing Excellence 
we have been wowing our reading teachers and Mrs Grace was blown away at out latest 
assessment!  Some of us have been learning about hens, some about bats and others about 
Jam tarts! 
 
We have also been out and about, enjoying a wonderful day learning outside at Kench Hill and 
more recently we walked up to the post office to post our Thank you letters to Kench Hill, did 
you know that letters are sorted by a huge machine and sometime travel by car, train and 
plane to get to you on time?! 
 
We have a special board in our classroom to celebrate things that we are proud of, the only 
problem is… we can’t fit it all on there! We are so pleased with so much learning! 
Some of our favourite moments have been collecting sticks and making hedgehog pumpkins, 
going on bug hunts and having lots of fun with conkers! 
 
We were overwhelmed by the lovely comments from out books and biscuits afternoon and 
can’t wait to welcome our families back again! 
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Owl class have been extremely busy this term, showing dedication and enthusiasm to learning 
inside and outside of the classroom. We have kick started our year off with a delicious topic 
all about food. Our learning has ranged from creative writing and poetry in English, 
programming in Computing to exploring the wider world in Geography. We have certainly 
made the most of this topic so far, never missing an opportunity to taste test foods, as well as 
create our own dishes.  

We were very lucky this term to have visited Kench Hill for our first school trip of the year. 
We explored their outdoor environment, including their beautiful gardens. We packed fairy 
suitcases, made magical potions and taste tested a variety of fruits and vegetables grown in 
their own gardens. We particularly enjoyed roasting candy apples over the fire pit. We 
enjoyed our trip so much that we wrote letters to Kench Hill thanking them for such a lovely 
day.  

Our class text ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ has inspired some fantastic learning in 
recent weeks. We wrote our own acrostic poems and riddles to solve. We designed our own 
chocolate factories using a computer programme. For our books and biscuits our classroom 
was transformed into Wonka’s ‘Inventing room’, allowing us to design and create our own 
lickable wallpaper. We were stunned to find a chocolate waterfall running through our 
classroom, with poor Augustus Gloop stuck up the pipes! The commitment to home learning 
tasks so far this year has been phenomenal. We built models of Wonka’s factory that have 
been proudly displayed in our classroom for all to see.  

Thank you so much Owls for your motivation that you have shown towards your learning, I 
have been an extremely proud teacher. I look forward to seeing where our wider learning 
journey will take us, along with our class text by Roald Dahl. I hope you all have a lovely half 
term break and I look forward to seeing you all in Term 2 – where the Christmas festivities 
shall begin!  

 

 

 

 

 

What’s been happening in Owl Class 
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As we near the end of Term 1, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Deer Class for 
making me feel so welcome during my first term at Bethersden. In such a short space of time, 
the commitment to learning and increase in confidence among all members of our class has 
been amazing.  
 
Our topic for the term has been Mythology. We have explored a range of Greek Myths through 
role-play in our English lessons. The class have particularly enjoyed getting into character, 
and inspired by this, have written some wonderful descriptive paragraphs about mythological 
characters. The class have also produced some beautiful artwork, depicting significant 
characters in Hawaiian mythology. 
 
In mathematics, we have learnt about the place value of three-digit numbers, and conquered 
the compact method of column addition!  
 
The fabulous autumn weather has allowed us to get outside for all our PE sessions. The class 
have mastered basic netball skills and are all very much looking forward to playing a full 
match in Term 2.  
 
On the 25th September, we had a fun and educational day of outdoor learning at Kench Hill. 
The class completed a range of exciting activities, including a scavenger hunt, bookmark 
making and designing their own bug theme park. All this was topped-off with stories and 
toffee apples around the open fire. 
 
Last week, we celebrated European Languages Day. With a focus placed on Spanish, the class 
had the opportunity to try some traditional foods such as; olives, chorizo and Manchego 
cheese. They also learnt some simple phrases, and whether they liked or disliked these foods, 
they were able to express this in Spanish.   
 
It was lovely to see so many of you during our Books and Biscuits afternoon, and I look forward 
to welcoming you all back at the start of Term 2.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

What’s been happening in Deer Class 
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What a first term our Otters have completed!   There have been so many different things to 
celebrate and it was so lovely to share all of it with our families this week, with a brilliant 
presentation created purely by the children, and a delicious biscuit to enjoy during our books 
and biscuits event. Miss Beale and Mrs Moss are so proud of each member of Otter Class, well 
done. 
 
In English we have been studying the book, Flotsam, and we were particularly impressed with 
the Diary entries that were written inspired by the book. They showed vivid imagination and 
writing from a different perspective. We also wrote stories inspired by our own camera 
photos; these brought a variety of stories. We have certainly improved our descriptive writing 
techniques and been blown away by the language produced in the children’s work. 
 
In Maths we have covered a variety of topics from Addition, subtraction, place value, 
rounding, estimating, approximating, statistics to maths Word problems and Roman numerals. 
We have enjoyed transferring our knowledge from diagrams and manipulatives to being able 
to apply through reasoning, which reflects our understanding and allows the children to apply 
it in problem solving tasks. 
 
Home learning has been responded to very well by many Otters and the variety of activities 
that have been produced truly reflect the uniqueness of every one of our class. Please keep 
this fantastic start up, we look forward to more creative and wonderful homework in Term 2. 
 
In our times tables lessons we have been focussing on learning different times tables and one 
of our activities involved the BBC super movers’ website where we practise both our times 
tables and our dance moves!! 

 

In our creative curriculum we really have been immersed in our ‘Sealife’ topic. We have 
concentrated on varying art mediums, literacy through art has been based on key sealife and 
marine artists, geography focused on the beautiful variety of beaches around the world, 
French lent towards key vocabulary and so much more. 

 
A highlight for his term was our trip to Kench Hill. The class spent all day outside completing 
activities that involved nature. The best part of the day for many was cooking apples on the 
campfire and the magic that ensued. 

 

This really has been a great start to our new school academic year and we look forward to the 
exciting learning opportunities we will encounter during this amazing learning journey. 

 

 

 

What’s been happening in Otter Class 
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Fox Class got off to a great start this term, after spending a week before the end of last term 
becoming familiar with life as Year 6 as part of their transition week.  The one big thing that 
was different was that the classroom had completely changed from the old Chestnut Class to 
the library, which was converted overnight into a rather compact classroom capable of seating 
24 children.  This has led to some challenges due to space restrictions, but everyone has 
adopted a ‘minimalist’ approach which is working very well. 

This term’s topic has been World War 1, to coincide with the national centenary 
commemorations in November.  We have researched our family connections and visited the 
war graves and memorial at St Margaret’s church.  We have also been learning about life in 
the trenches, how to bake (and eat) ‘hard tack’ biscuits, the use of animals in warfare 
(through our English lessons and class book, War Horse by Michael Morpurgo), advances in 
technology and the development of medicine.  Do you know that plastic surgery and blood-
banks came about in World War 1, and that the attempts to treat deadly infections from the 
simplest of wounds led directly to the discovery of penicillin by Alexander Fleming a decade 
after the conflict?  Six young Foxes were also lucky enough to travel with High Halden school 
to Vimy Ridge in France to witness for themselves the trenches that were occupied by the 
Canadian and German forces and see how close the opposing forces were – only 25 meters at 
the narrowest point.  

We have, of course, been learning much more over the past seven weeks. Maths has involved 
using the four operations and bar modeling, while brushing up on times tables; in PE, the 
children have been enthusiastically playing tag rugby and mastering the skill of being able to 
remove a tag without making contact with an opposing player; and in science, we have 
examined the human circulatory system, measured the effects of exercise on the heart rate, 
and started to cultivate antibiotic mould using bread and yoghurt.  We have also been learning 
to speak and sing in French, explored Budhism, and carried out key public speaking roles in 
the Harvest Festival service in church.   

This has been a successful term for everyone in Fox Class and the children are rising to the 
challenges of being the senior class in the school.  We are all looking forward to the next term 
and I am confident the children will bounce back after their well-deserved half-term break. 

 

What’s been happening in Fox Class 
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'It was a tough 
running race but I 
think I got there in 
the end' 
 
'It was a difficult 
race but I enjoyed 
it' 
 

What the children said 
about the event. 

Sporting Excellence 

Governor news 

Bethersden governors have been busy during the last few weeks. We have met three times this term, 
firstly to look at the governor’s strategy for the year to come, then at our termly full governing body 
meeting and last week we met informally to talk through our monitoring strategy for the year.  

I am pleased to let you know, that we have welcomed a new governor to our team, Mr Erik Uebel; 
whilst sadly bidding farewell to Ann Morgan and Rev. Chris Denyer, who have both moved on to 
pastures new. We would like to thank them for their hard work and contribution to Bethersden 
School over the last few years. 

One of the decisions we have made is to assign a governor to each class, to act as an advocate and 
champion. The class governors are as follows: Sam Buckman, Rabbit class; Sally Carysforth, 
Hedgehog class; Jenn Read, Owl class; Erik Uebel, Deer class; Andrew Jones, Otter class and Gemma 
Foley, Fox class. 

We are all looking forward to an exciting, excellent year ahead. 

 

 European Day of Languages celebration 

On Friday 12th October, we celebrated our own European Day of 
Languages. The day started with the whole school participating in 
learning a French song which they did with enthusiasm and expertise! 
The rest of the day was spent with each class completing their own tasks 
- these included registers being taken in a different language, a PE lesson 
in Spanish, more French singing, saying hello in many different languages, 
and many many more! 
 
The next languages activity will be the German Christmas Market for year 
5 at Homewood in November. Details to follow. 

 

This term has seen two teams of runners head to Godinton House for the 
Ashford School’s cross-country event. 
 
The first team to participate were our year 5 and 6 runners who all ran 
their event on a lovely autumnal evening. It was lovely to see them all 
supporting and encouraging each other. Notable achievements were Luke’s 
9th place in the year 6 boys event and the year 5 girls coming 6th overall in 
the team event. 
 
We then moved on a week, and it was the turn of the year 3 and 4 pupils. 
Once again, we had great encouragement for each other and the pupils 
represented Bethersden well. All children gave of their best but a 
particular well done to Caleb who came 7th in the year 3 boys. 
 



 

 
Dedicated to Excellence 

Bethersden Bulletin Page 9 
 

Diary Dates 

Dates for your diary 

 
Date Event 

Monday 29th October First day of Term 2 

Wednesday 7th November Parent’s Evening 

Thursday 8th November  Parent’s Evening 

  

Wednesday 12th December  Nativity – 2.00pm – please note new start time 

Thursday 13th December Nativity – 2.00pm – please note new start time 

Friday 14th December FOBS Christmas Cracker – 2.00pm 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Jumper Day 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday 19th December Christmas Carol Service – St Margaret’s Church – 2.00pm 

Wednesday 19th December Last Day of Term 2 Rabbit class Books and Biscuits 
 

Please also check the website for new additions 
https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/  

 

It is with sadness that today we say goodbye to Mrs Brignall who leaves 
us after 17 years at the school. Mrs Brignall is starting a new chapter in 
her life and we wish her well in the future. Mrs Brignall has had various 
roles within the school in her time here and has been one of the first 
people many of you will have come across each morning in the office. 
 
I am sure you will join me in wishing Mrs Brignall well in the future and 
we look forward to welcoming her back as a guest and friend of the 

school. 

Farewell Mrs Brignall 

https://bethersden.kent.sch.uk/calendar-2/

