
 

Tips and tricks for learning at home 

Have a go at some of these suggested activities to support your child on their learning journey. 

Reading Writing Number Shape, space and measure 
• When you are reading any book or 

text at home talk about what you 
have read to help secure your 
child’s understanding. It will also 
allow you to talk about new and 
unfamiliar words. 

• Red words can be tricky. Use a pen 
or highlighter to search through 
comics and leaflets and find them 
to reinforce recognition.  

• Start your own book club. Read 
the same books as your friends and 
share what you did and didn’t like 
about the story and events that 
took place. 

• Writing doesn’t always have to take 
place at a table, sat on a chair with 
a piece of paper and a pencil. 
Consider the following to build 
writing into your child’s play and 
make writing more exciting. 

• Use a variety of writing materials 
such as clipboards, post it notes, 
coloured paper, highlighters, 
glitter pens, whiteboard pens, 
chalk or special note pads chosen 
by your child. 

• Write for a variety of purposes. 
You could write stories, book 
reviews, comic book strips, labels, 
letters, lists, instructions and 
postcards. 

• Build maths into daily life. 
• Count your steps forwards and 

backwards on your day to school. 
• At home and when you are out an 

about identify the different 
numbers you see such as on road 
signs and food packages. 

• Adding and taking away can be 
fun. Create a school with your 
friends and use your toys to add 
and takeaway. 

• There are many maths workbooks 
available themed with your child’s 
favourite characters and friends 
such as Lightening McQueen and 
Disney princess.   

• Shape, space and measure in the 
early years is largely based upon 
language and talking. Similarly, to 
number it is import to build this 
language into daily life. 

• When you go to the shops talk 
about what time you are going and 
the money that you use.  

• Talk about the things you see 
around you and think about their 
size, their weight and their 
capacity. 

• 2D and 3D shapes are all around. 
Use the language sides and corners 
to describe 2D shapes. Use the 
language faces, edges and vertices 
(corners) to describe 3D shapes. 

Early learning goal 
Children read and understand simple 

sentences. They use phonic knowledge 
to decode regular words and read 

them aloud accurately. They also read 
some common irregular words (red 

words). They demonstrate 
understanding when talking with 

others about what they have read. 

Early learning goal 
Children use their phonic knowledge 
to write words in ways which match 
their spoken sounds. They also write 
some irregular common words. They 
write simple sentences which can be 
read by themselves and others. Some 
words are spelt correctly and others 

are phonetically plausible. 

Early learning goal 
Children count reliably with numbers 
from one to 20, place them in order 

and say which number is one more or 
one less than a given number. Using 
quantities and objects, they add and 
subtract two single-digit numbers and 
count on or back to find the answer. 

They solve problems, including 
doubling, halving and sharing. 

Early learning goal 
Children use everyday language to talk 
about size, weight, capacity, position, 
distance, time and money to compare 
quantities and objects and to solve 

problems. They recognise, create and 
describe patterns. They explore 

characteristics of everyday objects 
and shapes and use mathematical 

language to describe them. 
The Early Learning Goals provided above are a non-statutory guide to support your child’s 

learning.    


