
We have just completed our fourth week of school already and the 
classrooms really are engaged with some exciting learning. Hopefully you 
will have started to see some of the positive changes we are trying to put 
in place to make our school excellent. I am always happy to receive 
feedback and warmly invite you to catch me on the gate or to make an 
appointment to see me if you would like a longer conversation. 

It was great to see the children perform in our Harvest Festival last week. 
Thank you to the parents who were able to attend and to all who provided 
a donation. The food is being sent to the Ashford Food Bank where it will 
be used to support families. 

Yesterday we held a FOBS meeting which was attended by a number of 
parents. The more parents that we can attract to support the work of 
FOBS, the more events we will be able to provide for the children. If you 
would like more information please drop in to the school office and we 
will pass on your details. 

 

Best wishes 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

Headteacher’s message 

Improving attendance continues to be a priority for the school and we 
would ask for your support in this area. Excellent attendance leads to 
excellent learning opportunities. Last year 1 in 4 children missed at least 
1 in 10 days at school. This not only disrupts their learning but also impacts 
on the rest of the class. Our target is above 96% attendance. 
 
We understand that children get ill but please do your best to encourage 
them in to school if at all possible. If you are ever unsure if your child 
should come in to school, please phone the office for advice. 
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Have you subscribed to 
our Twitter feed yet? 
Regular updates and 
photos about school 
events and news. 

@BethersdenSch 

Look at the incredible 

learning your child has 

taken part in recently. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

We have now started Tweeting 
and have attracted a number of 
followers already. For those of 
you not sure how Twitter works 
we will be sending home 
instructions showing you how to 
get involved. It is a brilliant way 
of sharing photos, videos and 
information quickly. 

Examples of our tweets include 
Harvest Festival photos and a 
Race for Life video.  

 

Twitter 

It has been great spending time in all the classes over the last two 
weeks. Here are some highlights from each class. 
 
Chestnut class have been learning about the Norman invasion of 1066 and 
looking at the Bayeux Tapestry, one of the first examples of pictorial 
propaganda.    They have also been involved in supporting the community 
by decorating night-light covers used to illuminate the route for the 
recent Cancer Research night walk at the Julie Rose stadium. 

 

Oak Class have been learning about The Mayans. They are finding 
out about their culture and beliefs. They were interested to 
discover they drank hot chocolate. They are also learning about 
Robin Hood. They have listened to some Myths, Legends and fairy 
Tales and are learning the differences between them.  
 
Beech have been learning about habitats this week including micro-
habitats. They have also been learning about traditions and the culture 
of Scotland. 
 
Ash have been writing riddles about animals based on the Julia Donaldson 
book Monkey Puzzle. They have started to publish them on the laptops. 
They have also been finding out more about the four capital cities in the 
United Kingdom. 
 
Elm class have been busy practicing their phonics and have started 
learning how to write their name. They have also been developing their 

cutting skills using lots of different resources including spaghetti! 
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On Monday we had our annual Road Crossing Patrol inspection. I am pleased 
to say that the inspection went well and I would like to thank you all for 
keeping our children safe at drop off and pick up time by following the 
markings on the road. On the day a few parents, due to the congestion 
caused at this time, had parked in the bus zone. When parking on a morning 
please try to keep this area clear so that Sue can cross all families safely 
over the road. I have asked if it would be possible to have the kerbs 
dropped to make it easier for those of you with buggies when crossing the 
road. I am also looking in the cost of bike racks so children could ride their 
bikes and scooters to school 

 

Have you developed the love of 

reading in your family? 

Road safety 

Well done to the 10 

children from school who 

completed the Animal 

Antics Reading 

Challenge at the library 

over the summer holiday. 

School library 

It is with great pleasure that I can let you know that after successful 
elections our School Councilors for the year are: 

Chestnut: Ella, Harry and Jack 

Oak: NIsha, Harry and Ellie 

Beech: Poppy, Rufus and Amelia 

Ash: Harrison, Billy and Violina 

 

I look forward to them representing the children of the school and helping 
to achieve excellence for Bethersden Primary School. Their first meeting 
will be on Monday 2nd October. 

I would like to thank Miss Finn and the school library monitors who have 
spent the last 3 weeks sorting out the library. As a result of their hard work 
the library is now being used at playtimes and lunchtimes by the children. 
We would also now like to invite parents to drop in to the library from 8.30 
to help children select a reading book or to spend some time reading with 
their child. 

Developing a love of reading at an early age helps children in so many ways 
and it is a wonderful bonding time between parents and children. I look 
forward to seeing many of you in the library over the coming weeks. 

How is the new £10 note promoting reading? There will be a prize for the 

first correct answer to Miss Finn. 

School Council news 
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Diary Dates 
FOBS (Friends of Bethersden School) news 
Who are FOBS…?! Friends of Bethersden School is the Parent Teachers Association (PTA) for Bethersden School. 
It is a registered charity (number 1039219) and all funds are used to support the school.  We are a small team of 
parents looking to give the children a great experience, whilst also raising a bit of money for our school so the 
children can do some of the fun stuff (anyone for the panto!!?)  You may not know it but all parents and staff at 
the school are automatically members of FOBS. 

So what has FOBS done for my child? Every penny raised by FOBS is massively appreciated by the children and 
staff of the school. In times of the decreasing budgets that I am sure you have read and heard about in the news, 
FOBS provides those activities that the school cannot afford from its main allocated government budget. Last 
year FOBS contributed money towards 32 new laptops for the school as well as supplying the eggs for the Easter 
egg hunt!  This year money has already been committed to subsidising the cost of the pantomime which we are 
looking forward to.  

Sounds good. So I can look forward to more events in the future…? Hopefully… but we are dependent on 
parents stepping forward to help, either on the day or to help with the pre-event organisation. Yesterday we had 
a FOBS meeting in order to plan ahead some of the exciting events children will be able to attend this year. The 
first event of the year will be our Spooky Disco to be held on Friday 13th October. At the discos children are 
invited to dress up and show their spooky dancing as well as enjoy the spooky café. There will also be a parent 
café and yes, if you would like to, you are welcome to dress up too! We also provide a crèche at some events ofr 
the children of our volunteers. 

The Christmas Fayre will be held on Friday 15th December at 2.30pm with lots of exciting and festive activities 
to take part in.  

There were a good number of parents at the meeting yesterday but we are always delighted to welcome more. 
The more volunteers we have the more events and activities we can organise. If you can spend even a couple of 
hours helping with one event that would be a massive contribution and would help ensure that we can continue 
to deliver events, and hopefully make them bigger and better. Plus, you get to meet other parents and teachers 
and have fun with the kids! Our next meeting is at 9am on Monday 9th October with all welcome.  

If you’d like to get involved then either ask in the school office or email us direct at fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk 

 

We need a poster to display giving all the information that 
people will need to know about the Spooky Disco. We would 
like you to design a creepy poster with the following 
information on and be in a chance of winning free entry to 
the Spooky Disco and food: 
Date: Friday 13th October 
Time: 5.00pm-6.30pm 
Fancy dress optional 
Cost £1.50 with tickets bought on the door 
Dancing, games, food and fun 
 
Please bring your poster in to school by Tuesday3rd October. 
The winner will be announced in Wednesday morning’s 

assembly. Good luck. 

Win FREE entry to the Spooky Disco 

 

mailto:fobs@bethersden.kent.sch.uk

