
I am proud to bring you the first edition of our new Bethersden Bulletin 
newsletter. In each newsletter you will be kept up to date about life at 
Bethersden Primary School with articles from all members of our school. 

Thank you to everyone for making me feel so welcome in my first two 
weeks at Bethersden. Over the next few weeks I will be holding a coffee 
morning for the parents from each class to come along and meet myself 
and the leadership team. We want you to feel welcome at all times in the 
school. Over the coming year we will be reviewing how the school provides 
your child with an excellent education and experience of school. There 
will be some exciting changes coming up which we feel will benefit all 
members of the school community and I would like to thank you in advance 
for supporting these changes. 

If at any time you would like to discuss anything with me please pop into 
the office and make an appointment or catch me on the gate. 

I look forward to an exciting year ahead. 

Best wishes 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 

 

Headteacher’s message 

We will be introducing a new weekly Excellence Assembly in the 
coming weeks where children’s achievements will be shared with the 
school and parents. We will send more details out about the launch 
assembly in the next bulletin. Certificates will be presented to 
children in each class as well as special awards recognising wider 
excellence in the school and the community. 
 
We hope many of you will be able to attend these assemblies and 
celebrate the success of the children with us. 
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Last week’s attendance 

93.06% 

This week’s attendance 

94.44% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

93.80% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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Have you subscribed to 
our Twitter feed yet? 
Regular updates and 
photos about school 
events and news. 

@BethersdenSch 

So much has gone on at 

school this week here we 

share some of the 

highlights. 

This week at Bethersden Primary School 

 
Over the summer we have been updating the school website to ensure 
information is current and relevant.  

 www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk  

 

The current website is starting to look tired and we are in the process of 
building a brand new exciting website on which we can showcase the 
fantastic things that go on at Bethersden School. If you have any 
suggestions as to what you would like to see on the website please let 
the office know and we will consider these as we work with the designers. 
We aim to launch the new site in the next few weeks. 

 

School website 

What an exciting start to term we have had. Two weeks in and the 
children have settled really quickly to their new classes and their 
learning. The days have been full of lots of exciting teaching and 
the classrooms are really bubbling with enthusiasm. 
 
Today the children have taken part in Race for Life and we thank 
you for supporting this worthwhile event. The children have had a 
great time running round the field and really do deserve the 
medals that they are coming home with. 
 
Chestnut class have had a successful week learning about place 
value and rounding numbers. There have been lots of proud 
children working with increasingly large numbers. 
 
Oak class have been writing about castles and using fantastic 
adjectives to describe them. I have seen some lovely writing and 
have enjoyed reading their work. 
 
Beech class have been investigating the Loch Ness monster and 
thinking about stories related to the legend. I have also seen Nessy 
in class, I hope he is behaving himself in there! 
 
Ash have learnt lots of different things about Humpty Dumpty 
including a Maths investigation to put him back together again. I 
also saw some lovely Humpty Dumptys going home the other day. 
 
This week we have welcomed the following children into the 
Bethersden family: Albie, Amelia, Arlo, Evan, Harvey, Harrison, 
Rosemary, Tyler, Owen, Charlie, Shelby, Joey, Jesse, Lillian, 

Teddy and Walter. 
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Several of the school governors attended the staff development day last 
week as we looked at the future direction of the school. It was a useful 
day which allowed them to challenge the school on its dedication to 
excellence. Many good ideas were shared and discussed throughout the 
day. 

Next week sees the first governing body meeting of the year. There will 
be information fed back in the next Bethersden bulletin. 

 

If you would like any information about the governing body and its work, 
please call in to the office and make an appointment to speak to Sam 

Buckman, the Chair of Governors. 
 

How can you play your part in 

excellence for Bethersden? 

Governors’ news 

This week we have been 

electing our new class 

councilors. They will 

have an important role in 

making our school 

excellent 

FOBS news 

This week our assemblies have focused on democracy, a key British Value. 
Today sees the election of School Councilors for each class. This year, to 
ensure a wider range of views, each class will have three democratically 
elected councilors. Two councilors will be elected by the children and a 
further councilor will be elected by the staff team within each class.  

We look forward to announcing our School Councilors in the next 
Bethersden Bulletin and working alongside them to make our school truly 

excellent. 

We held an excellent meeting of FOBs on Tuesday of this week. Thank you 
to those of you who were able to attend. At the meeting a number of 
events for the year have been planned including a Spooky Disco, Christmas 
Fayre and cake sales. More information will be sent out soon. 

If you were unable to get along to the meeting but would like to get 
involved please call in to the office and we will make sure your information 
is passed on. 

There is a FOBs WhatsApp group which provides instant communication 
with the team. If you would like to be included please let the office know 
and we will pass on your details. 

School Council news 
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Diary Dates 


