
Chestnut Class Newsletter – Autumn 2017. 

Welcome back to all the children and parents, we hope you have 

had a lovely summer break and are ready for another exciting 

term ahead! This year, thanks to the transition period we had 

before the holidays, we have been able to ‘hit the ground running’.  

All of our books were ready, seating plans set and routines 

established so everyone was raring and ready to go from straight 

after Tuesday’s Headteacher assembly!   The class is made up of 

17 Year 6 and 12 Year 5 pupils, giving a total of 29 children.  The 

class now has a dedicated teacher and two Learning Support Assistants, with extra input 

from Mrs Grace for art and maths.  This term, all the year 5 pupils will have maths with Mrs 

Grace separately from the Year 6 pupils, who will be working with Mr Clark. 

Our theme for this term is ‘folklore and fairy tales’.  We will be looking at life in the Norman times, building 
on our Anglo-Saxon studies last year for the old Year 5 (new Year 6).  We will by studying the tales of 
Robin Hood and his band of warriors, as well as one of the most significant periods in British history which 
changed our laws, language, and introduced the beginnings of modern day democracy. This will link with 
our learning about ‘British Values’, where the children discuss the value of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. This is part of 
the National Curriculum and taught throughout the school. 
 
On 2nd November we are hoping to visit Dover Castle, 

along with Oak Class.  This will be relevant to our 

current topic and also our plan to study WW2 in terms 3 

and 4.  Dover Castle is a mine of history and fun 

activities, ranging from the Normans to the present day 

and English Heritage offers free access for planned 

school visits.  Further information will be sent out in the 

next few weeks.  

 

We are focussing on raising literacy standards and will be 

checking each child’s reading record (yellow book) each week.  

Please ensure your child brings in the book each day and that 

he/she is encouraged to read at home (it doesn’t have to be a 

book – it can be a magazine article or web site). Please sign the 

book each time they read with/to you.  Children who have read 

five times or more in a week will be rewarded in a little 

celebration at the end of the week.     

  PE/Swimming. This term, the children are lucky enough to be taking part in two physical 

activities - swimming on TUESDAYS and games on WEDNESDAYS.  Please ensure that they 

have the correct clothing/equipment to enable them to take part.  PE kits should be kept in school 

all week, from Monday to Friday.  PE is part of the National Curriculum and is compulsory for all 

pupils. Please ensure that all PE and swimming kit is named. 

 
Class Teacher: Mr Robert Clark 

Class Learning Support Assistants: Mrs Alison Smith and Mrs Rebecca Dedman. 
If you have arranged for your child to be collected by another adult/parent, please let the 

office know, either by a note or telephone call. 


