
As we come to the end of the first term of the year I am so proud of the 
children in the school, their contributions to the community and the way 
they conduct themselves in their learning. In just 7 weeks we have 
supported the Ashford Food Bank with our Harvest Festival, sung songs 
at the church coffee afternoon, picked up litter in the local area and 
weeded the church yard. 

I hope you enjoyed seeing your child’s books at parents evening this 
week. I am really pleased to say that their books are already showing 
progress. I have been delighted to welcome many children to my room 
bursting with pride at their achievements in many different areas of the 
curriculum. It has also been a pleasure to start our Excellence 
Assemblies and I warmly invite you to join us every Wednesday morning 
at 9am to celebrate with us. 

I am very grateful to FOBS and all their volunteers for organising last 
Friday’s Spooky Disco and pleased to announce that over £450 was raised 
which will go towards developing opportunities for your child. I look 
forward to the many exciting plans for future events that the team have 
and I would urge you all to get involved in whatever way you can, there 
is a role for you and you only need to ask 

Thank you for all your support in my first term at Bethersden Primary 
School. It has been a pleasure getting to know many of you and I hope 
you are starting to see many positive changes in the school as we 
dedicate ourselves to excellence. I am always very happy to receive 
feedback, whether good or bad, as I plan ways to further develop the 
school. Please speak to me on the playground or make an appointment, I 
promise I don’t bite! 

Finally, I would like to take this chance to wish you an enjoyable week 
with your children and I look forward to welcoming you back to school 
on Monday 30th October. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mr Stuart Gawthorpe 

Headteacher 
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Last week’s attendance 

94.64% 

This week’s attendance 

91.60% 

 

Our year to date 

attendance is 

93.87% 

 

We are aiming for 

excellent attendance. 
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Let us know what you think of 
our proposed vision. Email 
office@bethersden.kent.sch.uk 
with the subject Vision or 
share your thoughts on Twitter 

@BethersdenSch 

Look at the incredible 

learning your child has 

taken part in recently. 

What’s been happening at Bethersden 
Primary School 

 
 

At Bethersden Primary School we are an inclusive 
learning community Dedicated to Excellence.  

A community where all members are valued equally 
and treated fairly according to their needs; cultural, 

religious or social background and are given the 
richest possible opportunities to develop their own 

personal excellence.  
 

 

Our vision 

So much has been happening in class over the last few weeks. Here is 
just a flavor of the learning which has been taking place 
 
Chestnut class have been studying the media and how news is 
presented. This culminated with recording an interview of key 
contenders for the Anglo-Saxon throne of England. The children took on 
the roles of director, interviewer and interviewee. 

 

Oak Class have been studying poetry, including similes and 
alliteration. They then spent some time performing the poem 
‘Isabelle and the Bear’ and then wrote their own version. 
 
Beech have been designing, creating and evaluating monsters to live in 
our school garden, while learning the design process. They have also 
been writing their own stories based on ‘A little bit lost’ by Chris 
Houghton. 
 
Ash have been learning how to use adjectives and nouns in their writing. 
They can now explain what they are and identify them in a story. In 
‘Inspired to Write’ they have been using these features to develop their 
writing about Goldilocks and the Three Bears. They also created 
beautiful jellyfish in their learning about the Little Mermaid. 
 
Elm class have been busy learning their ‘Special Friend’ sounds in English 
as well as putting some of the sounds they have learned together to 
blend words. In Maths they have been investigating 2D shapes, learning 

their names and some of their features. 

mailto:office@bethersden.kent.sch.uk
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Our new Excellence Award assemblies have started where we celebrate 
excellence in learning or school contribution. Class teams select the 
winners each week. Congratulations to the following children who have 
received Excellence Awards over the last two weeks: 

Elm Class: Arlo, Teddy, Walter, Amelia, Shelby 

Ash Class:  Archie, Nathan, Lyla, Harry, Amelia, William 

Beech:  Arthur, Caitlyn, Jasmin, Tyler, Gracianna 

Oak:   Sienna, Kyal, Nisha, Grace, Jaydon, Harry 

Chestnut:  Arran, Ellie-May, Lily-May, Ela, Finlay, Harry 

 

 

Join us at 9.00am every 
Wednesday for our 

Excellence Assemblies 

Excellence Awards 

Well done Sue 

Website 

I would like to thank Mrs Sue Heffernen who last week I was delighted to 
present a special award to on behalf of the school. Every morning and 
evening, whatever the weather, Sue ensures that you all get across the 
road safely. She has been our crossing patrol for 8 years and was formally 
recognized by KCC for her long service.  

We are pleased to say that the new website is now live. 
Pease visit it over the holiday and have a good look around. 
Some pages are still being developed so check back 
regularly. We would really appreciate your feedback so that 
we can develop it to meet all your needs. If you have any 
suggestions for further developments, please drop into the 
office and let them know. We will try to incorporate these 
into future upgrades. www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

Special mention 

http://www.bethersden.kent.sch.uk/
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Diary Dates 
Dates for your diary 

If, over the holiday you are looking for a something to do 
below are some suggestions to continue your learning. Bring 
any completed work into school in the first week back and 
share it with your class. There will be prizes for the best 
contributions. Below are a few ideas but let your 
imagination flow. 

 Why not go for an Autumn walk, collect leaves and 
make an Autumn collage 

 Write an acrostic poem about Autumn 

 Write about some of the signs that Autumn is here 

 Make a rain gauge and record the weather each day 
https://www.rmets.org/weather-and-
climate/observing/make-rain-gauge 

  

We look forward to seeing what you can create. 

Holiday challenge 

Date Event 

20th Oct Last day of term 

30th Oct First day of new term 

31st Oct Chestnut Class final swimming session 

2nd Nov  Dover Castle Trip – Chestnut & Oak Class 

 
Please also check the website for new additions: 

 

We are now selling Children in Need wristbands in the school office 
for a donation of at least £1. Please call in if you would like to 
purchase one of the three special designs for this year’s event on 
17th November and keep an eye out for the next Bethersden 
Bulletin to see what School Council have decided on as a theme for 

our day. 

Children in Need 

https://www.rmets.org/weather-and-climate/observing/make-rain-gauge
https://www.rmets.org/weather-and-climate/observing/make-rain-gauge

